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24th SDC was held in collaboration with following partners 
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Our Anthology “Sustainbale Development in Times of COVID-19” is now avaialble at 

https://sdpi.org/sdconference/Beyond-the-Pandemic-Leaving-No-One-Behind/publications 
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Key Policy Recommendations of 24th Sustainable Development Conference 

Social Protection & Poverty Reduction: 

 Social Protection Schemes of Pakistan need to go beyond cash distribution mechanisms 

to the provision of productive assets such as fertile lands to rural poor via social-

economic bargains. Stakeholder engagement with the involvement of relevant banks 

must play a key role in developing land distribution schemes.  

 For efficiently targeted social protection schemes, there is a need to mobilize the 

collective voices of the poor by building their institutional frameworks (Agencies), and 

then public sector must develop a valuation scheme around inclusion, participation, and 

governance of local communities.  

 Pakistan's public protection schemes should be expanded to cover climate vulnerable 

households. This would require adaptation and mitigation action and sustainable 

finance to support vulnerable communities before the full impact of a climate hazard is 

felt. 

 To promote diversity, the cultural laws of Pakistan need to provide protection against 

age discrimination directly. Equal training opportunities must be provided to the older 

workforce with the arrival of millennials in leading positions.  

Health & Pandemic 

 For a sustainable and resilient COVID-19 Recovery, think tanks and academia need to 

provide a robust and rapid assessment to adopt innovative research and policies. Think 

tanks need to broaden their scope from the government to on-ground influencers, CSOs, 

academia, and private sector.  

 To promote education in vulnerable groups of the community, the ministry of education in 

collaboration with academia needs to promote Community Learning Programmes that 

provide a safe and cordial learning environment to the deprived communities. 

 To address the alleviation of Tobacco, tax administration should monitor the unlicensed 

production and “quitting facilitation centers” could be established to gauge tobacco 

dependency and introduce behavioral modification techniques.  

Education  

 Regulatory authorities need to facilitate the linkage between academia, think tanks, and 

corporate sectors to commercialize the research projects and improve indigenous 

manufacturing within the country.  

 Owing to limited fiscal space, the health spending of Pakistan needs to shift solely from 

curative measures to preventive measures in the long run. This would require increased 

investments in developing cold-supply chains and vaccination campaigns.  

 To address poverty alleviation, public policy experts should address the current practices 

in Pakistan to shift from income-generation modules to complete packages of health and 

education.   
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Environment & Climate Change  

 The landscape of energy planning and green financing in Pakistan needs to have a much 

broader focus on energy efficiency and conservation techniques. The State Bank has 

already provided a financing window for renewable energy, and the same needs to be 

designed for energy efficiency. 

 In Power system planning, the National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC) 

needs to reflect operational constraints in long-term system planning and must have a 

higher granularity of grid modelling. Further, for system planning for climate neutrality, 

there is a need for integrated modelling of the power sector with heat, gas and transport 

systems. 

 The National Electricity Policy requires the next iteration of Indicative Generation 

Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP) to be accompanied by the Transmission Expansion Plan 

(TEP), which will allow for a better comparison of electricity generation & transmission 

costs. 

 To mobilize the private sector investments in developing sustainable infrastructure, public 

sector would have to play a critical role in leveraging and de-risking the needed finance 

and accelerating the green capital market. 

 The government should use fiscal policies to promote the development of green finance 

and use fiscal funding to guide credit funding and social capital into a green investment, 

green credit, and green securities. 

 To ensure compliance with Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), Pakistan must 

design a timeframe (identifying emissions in 2021/2022 and the decarbonization potential) 

and then mirror the best practices around financial guidelines to commit to yearly 

reductions. 

 COP26 has revived the carbon market, allowing carbon trading between different 

countries. Since an additional charge on carbon trading is guaranteed for emerging 

countries, Pakistan should seek a share of finance obtained from carbon transactions and 

then have businesses pre-position themselves as this could further the cause of doing 

projects that can serve as carbon sinks. 

 The “Joint Working group on Green CPEC” should be formulated, supported by the Joint 

Cooperation Committee (JCC), to accelerate Pakistan’s green development ambitions, 

including green energy cooperation, green finance cooperation, green transport hub, green 

buildings, and infrastructure. 

 Meeting climate targets for each country requires international cooperation. This includes 

sustainable finance, technical support, transfer and exchange of low-carbon technologies, 

and environmental goods 

Local Government & Economy:  

 For an efficient service delivery system at the district level, local governments should be 

financially independent. A complete top-down hierarchy within the local government 

systems having a uniform structure across the country needs to be formally documented by 

the government.  
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 The issue of marginalization of minorities and women needs to be addressed through 

amendments in existing discriminatory clauses of local government system. Voice of such 

communities needs to be brought forward for a more informed local governance system.  

 For efficient distribution of resources, a clear-cut devolution under 18th Amendment is 

required at local government level. The ownership at the local level should also be 

mobilized to efficiently allocate the budget to the most deserving beneficiaries.   

 To boost the global competitiveness in service-led growth, Pakistan needs to exploit the 

complementary linkages between services export and Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs).  

 Uptake of the digital economy in Pakistan will take a whole of government and multi-

stakeholder approach to perform the capacity-building of the labour market and integrate 

a gender perspective in policy planning of the digital economy by equipping women with 

digital skills. 

 To address inflation targets, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) needs to be independent of 

interference from all institutions except parliament; however, there must be accountability 

and transparency in its policies so that people can understand the impact it will have on 

them. 

 To address the challenges faced by the business community due to frequent changes in 

monetary policy, Pakistan must establish a long-term plan and bring back the inflation 

monitors to keep economy on track. 

 To control the employment losses due to COVID-19, both the public and corporate sectors 

need to come forward to address the job security issues and develop stimulus schemes and 

a clear-cut agenda to bring such people back in the labour market.  

 Public sector financing committed to green buildup should be strategically used to mobilize 

the private sector investment. This can be facilitated through the correct value proposition 

of biodiversity and climate risks. 

 To create a friendly business environment for women, after-COVID recovery should 

promote laws regarding workplace and digital harassment along with increased funding 

opportunities for women-owned SMEs. 

 The recovery plan of MSMEs from COVID-19 should include building their digital 

capacity and tailor-made integrated solutions, which would ensure that recovery is 

inclusive and greener.  

 Pakistan needs to develop a Digital Trade Policy that critically addresses data protection 

and privacy issues followed by electronic trade facilitation and consumer protection. 

 For a sustainable and inclusive trade, mutual concern and economic strengths must be 

focused by enabling SMEs to engage through the International Trade Centre (ITC).  

 To mobilize the role of SDGs in regional development, it must be ensured that the pledged 

support from countries is translated into actual actions and assistance of the targeted 

countries. 

Food Security  

 Food system resilience in south Asian countries should be improved by digitalizing 

food supply chains, social safety meters, and better access to farm cred its. 
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Message from Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 

 

 

 

 

SDPI’s  24th Sustainable Development Conference titled: Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One 

Behind”, was inaugurated by the President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan on 6th December 2021 and 

concluded on 9th December 2021. It was a forward-looking event and a reflection on the two years 

since the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s conference comprised 38 panels, including 10 plenaries 

and 28 concurrent sessions. It brought together around 257 speakers belonging to a dozen countries 

such as: Nepal, Switzerland, India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, United Kingdom, United States of America, 

Germany, Thailand, Afghanistan, and Sweden. Several representatives of the embassies and high 

commissions in Pakistan also participated in this year’s conference. I am thankful to all the panelists, 

dignitaries, diplomats, media, and researchers as well as online and in-person audience for being part 

of our four-day journey.  

 

 

Disclaimer: The information is compiled by Ms. Maryam Shabbir Abbasi, Environmentalist and Digital 

Media Coordinator at the Sustainable Development Policy Institute. This e-newsletter is edited by Mr. 

Muhammad Saleem Khilji and contains very brief information about the conference. Special conference 

bulletin will be published at later stages, which will include detailed information.  
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Day-1: December 6th, 2021  

Inaugural Plenary - Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind 

 
 President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi inaugurated SDPI’s annual sustainable 

development conference titled: “Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind”, on December 

6, 2021. The President said the COVID-19 pandemic had shown the world multiple ways to do the 

things online and the nations making the decisions accordingly would excel. He said the think 

tanks like Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), the organizer of the conference, 

should identify the new trends to exploit them. Through evidence-based data, the government was 

able to facilitate population during COVID-19 with the cash amounts particularly for pregnant and 

lactating mothers’ special food requirements were met.  

Over the years, SDPI's conferences have been very helpful in bridging the gap between policy 

makers, industries, and academics, said Dr. Sania Nishtar, Special Assistant on Poverty Alleviation 

and Social Safety to the Prime Minister.  Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute, said that we have successfully braved two years of pandemic and 

learned to live with new variants of COVID-19. Last two years have been stressful for humanity. 

However, to me the light at the end of the tunnel is the governments’ renewed focus on social 

sector development, especially on health, food security, social protection, and livelihoods. 

Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute presented welcome remarks.   

 

Launch of SDPI’s Anthology “Sustainable Development in the Times of COVID-19”  
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Evening plenary on: Multi-Tiered, Shock Responsive Social Protection in Pakistan 

 

Honorable Makhdoom Hashim Jawan Bakht, Provincial Minister for Finance said that we will be 

providing Rs 1,000 per month to every household in the Punjab so that they can be able to counter 

inflation somehow. PTI government has been working on Human development-centric approach. 

Dr Adeel Malik, University of Oxford, said: “We need counter bodies & empowered alternate 

lobbies. We need to find ways to get their voices heard.” Dr Sohail Anwar, Advisor on Governance 

and Social Protection, Sub-National Governance Programme, Punjab, said that Spatial 

Vulnerability Index was created by SNG Punjab, and we helped to focus on social protection policy 

mapping in provinces. Mr. Khurram Dastgir Khan, Member of National Assembly, said that as a 

policy practitioner, my observation is that most of our institutions have reached their limits or 

become inadequate. We need to see the larger facts to make development. Ms Beenish Fatimah 

Sahi, CEO Punjab Social Protection Authority, said that due to lack of data enrolment Bahimmat 

Buzurg Program has been delayed. Mr Henlo Van Nieuwenhuyzen, Principal Consultant, OPM, 

UK, said that contingency funds should be set aside for any crisis or situations like COVID-19 

pandemic by the governments throughout the world. The governments need to stabilize findings 

for the marginalized segments of the country. At the plenary, Mr Nadeem Hussain, founder of 

Easypaisa and CEO Planet N Group, was of the view that BISP should develop its own wallet and 

provide smartphones to beneficiaries. Low financial literacy could be leveraged in the context to 

social protection. Dr Fareeha Armughan from SDPI, Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Joint Executive Director 

SDPI, Captain (retd) Saeed Ahmed Nawaz, Additional Secretary, Poverty Alleviation and Social 

Safety Division, Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social Protection, GIZ Pakistan, 

and Mr Muhammad Ali Asghar, Chief Economist Planning & Development Department, 

Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa also spoke on the occasion.  

 

 

 

Distinguished speakers at the evening plenary 
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Day-2: December 7th, 2021  

Concurrent Session: Building Minimum Consensus on the Architecture of Local 

Government System in Pakistan  

In partnership with GIZ LoGo  

 

Dr. Nafisa Shah, Member of National Assembly, said that in Pakistan there are some unresolved 

national issues, for instance women,  religion, and  local governments. If we look ack in past, we 

find  political differences on these issues  between various forces. Each province came with 

different model, which is a major cause of concern. For instance, in the Punjab, entire local 

government system was suspended and restored on the intervention of the Supreme Court; in KP, 

next round of election count did not take place; Similarly, Sindh and Balochistan have had gaps. 

Mr. Inayat Ullah, MPA, KP, was of the view that there must be minimum common local 

government structure in the whole country with same nomenclature. Mr. Mohsin Mushtaq 

Chandna, Federal Secretary for Inter-Provincial Coordination, said that when all speakers  agreed 

that there should be some minimum standard which should be applicable in all four provinces,  a 

national dialogue is required in this regard. Mr. Rainer Rohdewohld, Senior Policy Advisor 

Decentralization & Public Sector Management, Germany said that the key issues of Pakistan are 

frequent changes of local government system, which leads to lack of continuity, lack of 

accumulated learnings, lack of consensus on minimum conditions for local government system 

and weak constitutional guidance. Dr. Aamir Taj, Associate Professor, IM Sciences, Peshawar, 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan, was of the view that minimum consensus on Modalities for local 

governments can be done through nationwide deliberations between provincial ministries and 

departments of local government; complete uniformity is not possible, however, provinces can 

synchronize systems and LG framework to a considerable extent and other useful forums for 

consensus building, for instance ministry of law and justice, inter- provincial coordination division 

and council of common interests.  

Ms. Amna Zaidi, SDPI, said that local government acts have far-reaching consequences i.e. system 

gets disrupted each time, the laws and frameworks change under which local government officials 

must operate and the system doesn’t have the benefit of continuity. At SDPI, for development of 

better LG systems in Pakistan, we have conducted political economy analysis, field interviews and 

we are hoping to create platform by involving diverse stakeholders. 
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Concurrent session: Ecosystem Restoration 2030: A Decade of Action for 

Sustainability and Resilience  

In partnership with WFP 

 

Mr. Iftikhar Abbas, VAMO, WFP-Pakistan, said that over the past 40 years, since the 

agroecological zones were established, climate change has affected the on-ground situation. Dr. 

Sehrish Qayyum, AP, PNWC, was of the view that healthy ecosystems store carbon, but when 

they become weak, they emit carbon. When we destroy forests, wildlife is forced to come close to 

humans bringing zoonotic diseases like COVID-19. Dr. Babar Shahbaz, University of Agriculture, 

Faisalabad said that there is an absence of participatory ecosystem governance in Pakistan, and we 

need to better establish agronomic practices and tillage for land management. Mr Adam Savelli, 

analyst The Alliance and CIAT, said that public social protection schemes in Pakistan should be 

expanded to cover climate vulnerable households. Mr. Salman Danish, Research Associate, SDPI, 

said that creek areas in Sindh have a great value for marine ecosystem and with ecological & 

biologic importance. 

 

Panelists of the session 

Concurrent session on: Beyond COVID-19: Challenges to Primary Healthcare and 
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Preparedness in Pakistan  

In knowledge partnership with HSA 

 

Prof. Dr Shahzad Ali Khan, Vice-Chancellor, HSA, Islamabad, said that we, in the developing 

world, have not yet grasped the whole concept of primary healthcare. Safe water provision fails to 

be part of primary healthcare in Pakistan. We need to focus on making the health facilities easily 

accessible during the times of COVID-19.   Dr Rana Jawad Asghar, CEO, GHSI & Adjunct 

Professor, University of Nebraska, USA, was of the view that in times of COVID-19, funding that 

went to tertiary and primary health care was not taken care of. Pakistan cannot fully cater to the 

curative services. but must spend on the prevention. Dr Yasmeen Sabeeh Qazi, Snr. AA, B&MGF, 

Pakistan, said that women are affected differently in times of the COVID-19 pandemic. More 

research needed to measure its impact on doubly marginalized population such as women with 

disabilities, young women, migrant women and older women. The private sector should be called 

upon to immediately fill gaps in equipment and supplies. Accurate information needs to be 

properly disseminated on COVID-19 and women’s health. Call for enhanced budget for health and 

family planning is much needed. Dr Adeela Rehman, Fatima Jinnah Women University, 

Rawalpindi, said that the individual with weak immune system suffered more when affected by 

the virus. Social capital plays an important role in overcoming the negative influence of COVID-

19 on humans. Being an individual and as a society, social support can become the life saver for 

affected people. Dr. Saadia Mustafa, AP, HSA, Islamabad, said that Pakistan did not start with 

brilliant health indicators at the start of the pandemic. Owing to lack of proper resources, the 

indicators went down further during the pandemic. There was inadequate access to universal health 

coverage and quality of care. The health workforce suffered a crisis. All areas of MN&CH suffered 

a decrease during the COVID times. There is a need to target the poor, the rural and the uneducated 

for reducing the coverage disparities. Dr. Mumtaz Ali Khan, SSO, CDC, National Institute of 

Health, Islamabad, said that Pakistan could have been a potential hotspot for COVID-19. The 

government took timely and effective steps to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many people 

have been vaccinated. Dr. Michael Lukwiya, Emergency Head, WHO, Pakistan office, said that 

there is a need to maintain level of coordination among various sectors. There is a need for 

equitable deployment of health taskforce to effectively deal with the pandemic. 
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Panelists of the session on healthcare  

 

In Memoriam: Remembering the Subcontinent’s Authors & Activists We Lost during  

COVID-19 

 

Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, said that we need to learn from the late activists and 

writers of subcontinent to address issues around sustainable development and we need to carry 

their legacies into the future. Prof. Shafique Anjum, National University of Modern Languages, 

Islamabad, said that  short story writer Rasheed Amjad wrote many powerful phrases at that time 

when writing was considered a crime. We should read all the books to understand reality. Mr. Raza 

Naeem, President, Progressive Writers Association, Lahore, stated that during his last interview of 

Mr Masood Ashraf on his birthday, was advised to spend good life and stay connected with good 

art. Dr Sadia Kamal, Senior Vice President, National Press Club, Islamabad, said that Mr. Ahmed 

Saleem is an honor for SDPI and that they got a chance to pay tribute to Mr. Ahmed Saleem.  
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Panelists remembering contributions of the writers and activists we lost during COVID-19 

 

 

Current session: Local Governments and Challenges of Social Inclusiveness  

In collaboration with GIZ LoGo 

 

Senator Aon Abbas Bappi, Special Assistant to Prime Minister on E-Commerce, said that social 

inclusion is not followed through law of the land rather it is an attitude or belief that needs to be 

adopted and incorporated. Dr Sajid Amin from SDPI stated that if decision-making forums are not 

made participatory, you cannot achieve social inclusion. Mr Ulrich Hueser, GIZ Cluster 

Coordinator, Good Governance, said that to improve performance and efficiency, institutional 

capacity development of local governments is important. Mr. Ahmed Iqbal, Chairman (Mayor), 

District Council Narowal, said that political consensus at national and provincial level is needed 

for the establishment of effective local government system. Ms. Uzma Qureshi, SDS, World Bank, 

said that local government system has women quota, but we need to assess if they are being 

effectively implemented or not in terms of service delivery. Dr Ghazal Mir Zulfiqar, SDSB, Lahore 

University of Management Sciences, said that if you have women representatives at local 

government level, then the door is open for resolving issues but right now women are not being 

made part of the network. 



16 

 

 

Panelists of online session 

 

Progress and Reforms in Social Protection in Pakistan: Post-18th Amendment 

(Towards Building an Effective Social Protection System) 

In collaboration with GIZ Pakistan 

 

Ms. Beenish Fatimah Sahi, CEO, PSPA, Lahore, said that PSPA has designed many social 

protection initiatives but after the collusion of COVID-19 pandemic, there were no means to 

support the initiatives that we have designed. Mr Shahid Minhas stated that KPK gets social 

protection ideas form the Punjab to enhance social protection system in KPK as the Punjab has a 

well-developed social protection system. Mr. Muhammad Waqas said that the KPK government 

took initiative of 3 years plan in the post-COVID era to revise and update the social protection 

policies to overcome the future risks. Mr. Haris Gazdar, Director & Senior Researcher, CSSR, 

Karachi, said that political priorities need to be devolved. Financial and social inclusions need 

distribution at provincial and local levels. Relationship between state and citizens should be part 

of the agenda. And there is a need to engage existing institutions to collect data. 

 

Panelists of the session speaking about social protection  
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Building Local Resilient Food Systems to End Hunger –Leaving No One Behind 

In collaboration with WFP & In knowledge partnership with SAWTEE 

 

Dr Manoj Thibbotuwawa, Research Fellow, Institute of Policy Studies, Colombo, Sri Lanka said 

that the missing link in agricultural value chains are the producers, who are poorly connected with 

markets and intermediaries gain arbitrage opportunities and rural producers receive lower prices  

and secondly inefficient resource management, inadequate availability of good quality seeds, 

inadequate use of modern irrigation techniques, seasonality of production, a high percentage of 

post- harvest losses. Prof. Dr Sayema Haque Bidisha, Dept of Eco, University of Dhaka, 

Bangladesh, stated that our analysis shows the importance of household demographic factors. 

Environmental features of the area of residence play the dominant role in food poverty and 

vulnerability; against the backdrop of COVID-19 pandemic, understanding food poverty and 

vulnerability is of particular importance for getting better insights of food consumption deficiency 

across different households. Dr. Heather Ohly, Researcher, UK, said that during pandemic 

household income fell by 67 percent in urban area of KPK. Daily wage earners and informal sector 

workers were among the worst affected. In response, Government of Pakistan launched Ehsaas 

program to overcome consequences of pandemic. Mr. Joseph George, Trade Analyst, UNESCAP, 

New Delhi, India, said if we talk about regional dimensions of food security prevalence of hunger 

in South Asia, it accounts for 41.6 per cent of the world’s food deprived population with 15.8 per 

cent of undernourishment prevalence, the region has higher hunger burden in absolute terms, 

COVID-19 has pushed additional 30 million into food deprivation. Ms Dikshya Singh, PC, 

SAWTEE, Nepal, stressed the need for addressing food processing industry’s challenges to create 

better market linkages for the producers and the consumers. He also emphasized the review of 

agriculture financing service, further agri. extension service and information dissemination and 

increase in capacity of e-commerce. Dr Abid Q. Suleri, SDPI, stated that when COVID broke out 

there were three warnings given to the world. One was about disease itself ; second was about an 

emerging food crisis, and third was about economic recession. We didn’t see the type of food crisis 

which we were warned about, but that requires more preparedness about any future disaster and 

perhaps that was the reason United Nations changed its focus from food security to food system. 

Syed Fakhar Imam, Federal Minister for MNFSR, said that the recent estimates show that the 

number of severe to moderate food insecure population is among the highest in South Asia. Over 

36 per cent of households are food insecure and14 per cent are malnourished. South Asia with 55.9 

million stunted people is amongst the highest in Asia. 
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Panelists of the session on food security 

Addressing Gender-based Violence (GBV) in South Asia during Pandemic: Evidence 

to advise Policy, Prevention & Response 

 

Ms Kashmala Tariq, Chairperson, Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians and Federal 

Ombudsperson for Protection against Harassment of Women, said that even though we had a 

women prime minister, we had women sitting at important seats, but we haven’t seen women doing 

anything for women. We need to teach women the lesson of togetherness, sisterhood and 

supporting each other . Ms Nilofar Bakhtiar, Chairperson, National Commission on the Status of 

Women, said: we need to reach out to women who are subject to violence and help them in all 

respects. Ms Tahira Abdullah, social activist, acknowledge the fact that there are research gaps in 

the gender-based violence during the pandemic but physical, emotional, and domestic violence has 

increased exponentially. Ms. Shamim Chowdhury, Journalist & Broadcaster, said that the gender 

violence debate is not a women vs men debate; it is a human rights debate. This is not just a gender 

issue, it’s a human right issue. Dr Anita Ghimire, Resident Director, NISER, Nepal, was of the 

view that women’s collective agency is important. Ms. Saima Ali, ISS, the Netherlands & Ms. 

Meezan Zahra Khwaja, SDPI also spoke at the session.  
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Panelists posing for the group photo at the session 

#SDG7 Stimulus: Focus on Green Recovery of Pakistan  

In collaboration with GIZ GmbH and German Cooperation 

 

Mr. Ali Zain Banatwala, GIZ, Islamabad, said that solar net-metering is growing in the urban 

centers, but prosumers are not paying their fair share of network cost. Syed Mujtaba Hussain, Sr. 

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Climate Change,  stated that the government  took initiative of green 

recovery; firstly, to shift 30% of the vehicles on e-technology and secondly to create green jobs to 

stabilize the economy. Mr. Michael Williamson, Section Chief Energy Division, UNESCAP- 

Green Recovery of the Asia-Pacific Region said that ESCAP proposes a green development policy 

package which includes to increase spending in green recovery, impose carbon taxes and reduce 

fossil fuel price subsidies. Dr Sardar said that if the goal is the economic recovery and to create 

jobs, there is a need to spend in renewable and efficient energy as spending one dollar in renewable 

energy will create 7.2 jobs and spending one dollar in energy efficiency will generate 7.5 jobs. 
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Panelists of the session on #SDG7 

 

 

Building a Compelling Narrative for Local Governments in Pakistan and Why it  

Matters?  

In collaboration with IRI 

 

Ms. Johanna Kao, Regional Director (Asia), IRI, said that the local government can be a 

connection point between people and central government. However, process of devolution should 

be transparent. Mian Mehmood ur Rashid, Local Govt Minister, Punjab, stated that we are 

introducing a new effective local government system in Punjab where districts and village councils 

will be empowered through district and Panchayat cabinets. Councilor Shabir Pandor, Leader 

Kirklees Council, Labour and Co-operative, West Yorkshire, United Kingdom, was of the view 

that we work on consensus politics in UK and in that way, we provide effective service delivery 

to our citizens. Mr. Rana Muhammad Waqas Anwar, Add. DC, GoP, said we need to hire people 

on merit in local governance structure and provide capacity building/ trainings to people who are 

being elected from grassroot level. Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI, said that there is a need to empower 

CSOs so that they can effectively liaise with stakeholders. Also, local governments must 

collaborate with academia for effective service delivery. 
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Panelists of the hybrid session on local governments 

 

Impact of COVID-19 on the Role of Think Tanks in the Global South (In memory of 

Dr James G. McGann, Director, TTCSP, University of Pennsylvania, USA) 

 

Dr Abid Q. Suleri, SDPI, said that think tanks have to operate within a specific circle. Dr Vaqar 

Ahmed, JED SDPI, stated that nowadays policy makers are asking for real-time evidence and data 

which from a thinktank perspective gives us a chance to tailor initiatives towards this. Since the 

pandemic, we have started understanding that the governments cannot do everything alone. We 

must reach out to them with innovative and out-of-the-box ideas. This can be done by local and 

national think tanks. Dr. Samir Saran, President, ORF, India, said that the difference between 

digital publications and think tanks is how they deliver knowledge; think tanks take on long form 

research. Think tanks are not immune to the pandemic or its implications yet they continue to play 

their role. We must collaborate across borders in the South Asia region. Ms. Andrea Ordóñez, 

Director, Southern Voice, Ecuador, said that issue of vaccines is bigger than what single countries 

and governments can handle. Think tank networks can help connect and facilitate governments in 

this regard. Additionally, think tanks are well-positioned to reach policy makers; we need to be 

generous with our knowledge and share resources. Mr. Enrique Mendizabal, Founder/Director, On 

Think Tanks, Lima, was of the view that think thanks need to pay attention to new audience in 

addition to the current ones. We are going to have to rethink our ways of conducting research by 

including technology and social media as well as seriously review their business model if they 
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want to exist in the long term. This pandemic has had many short-term effects on think tanks 

including staff issues, networks, and field activities, etc.  

 

Panelists speaking at the session 

 

Services-led Growth and the Rise of Digital Platforms: A South Asia Perspective 

In collaboration with The World Bank South Asia Chief Economist Office  

 

Ms. Valerie Mercer-Blackman from The World Bank said that services are the dominant share of 

GDP globally regardless of the level of development.  Service-led development requires 

tradability, productivity, and skills requirement. With digitization, services increasingly possess 

desirable attributes for driving development. Services will only be able to lead to development if 

they expand jobs and income. The rapid transformation of the services sectors requires new 

policies to move away from vested interests. Ms Shazia Naz said that Pakistan needs to upgrade 

the prospects for entry of international players. Pakistan should exploit the complementary  

linkages between services exports and FDI to boost the global competitiveness. Accelerated 

advancement in communication and information in Pakistan have a wide scope for export-oriented 

services. Dr Siddharth Sharma, Senior Economist of the World Bank said that informality despite 

decades of growth remains stubbornly high in South Asia. Informal firms tend to have limited 

access to credit so have unskilled labor intensively. Selling in e-commerce platforms impacts small 

firms in developing countries. Joining the online selling platforms like Chaldal and Daraz, gives 

an incentive to the informal firms to increase their customers and sales. Mr. Badar Khushnood, 

Chairman, P@SHA, was of the view that E-commerce in Pakistan is rapidly increasing. We need 

to re-train some of the employees to upgrade their knowledge. There is a need to upgrade current 

curriculum and improve faculty knowledge so they can share quality of knowledge with the 

graduating students. Mr. Gonzalo Varela, Snr. Economist, World Bank, said that the number of 
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exporters has increased in Pakistan who are exporting IT services. Exporter from Pakistan 

export100,000 dollars a year. The payment method for the small firms is crucial and such firms 

have to suffer a bit. There is a huge potential in Pakistan to expand further its business capacity. 

Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput, Federal Secretary (IT & TC) MoITT, said that knowledge-intensive 

services have grown a lot but there is huge potential that is untapped in Pakistan. Government 

needs to focus on short term interventions and medium to long term intervention to increase 

employability. Government needs to incentivize the good side of the exports. 

 

Panelists posing for the group photo at the end of the session 

 

 

Evening Plenary: Post-COP26: Private-Public Partnerships and Pakistan’s Climate 

Change Priorities  

In partnership with Unilever Pakistan 

 

Mr. Malik Amin Aslam, Adviser to Prime Minister on Climate Change, said that the focus of 

Pakistan's Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) presented during COP26 was based on 

the focus on shifting to 60% clean energy by 2030 and our development on nature-based solutions. 

He said that net zero 2050 means nothing if there is no action plan for next 10 years and we 

proposed net zero action plan during COP26. We got funds from UK and Germany, and we are 

also engaged with energy transition mechanism during COP26. Moreover, UNEP announced 

Pakistan as the forestry champion in Asia. Ms. Romina Khurshid, PML-N, said that we should 

expand the energy caucus across Pakistan and take on board developing countries as well who are 
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suffering more from climate change impacts. Private sector can invest through CSR in waste 

management sector. Mr. Amir Paracha Chairman and CEO Unilver Pakistan said that Unilever 

Pakistan is working on clean energy, clean material, and partnerships to cope with climate change 

impacts. Our flagship project is to make Rahimyar Khan a model plastic free city by 2030. Syed 

Naveed Qamar, Peoples Party Pakistan, said that during our tenure we introduced the 1st wind 

power policy for Pakistan. We have a healthy wind corridor in the south of Sindh. We must move 

away from the concept that we have more electricity than we can use and so we don't need to build 

more power plants. But don't you need cleaner power plants? Mr. Hussain Ali Talib Head of 

External Affairs, Unilever Pakistan stated that we invested PKR 3.5 billion in Pakistan and also 

we were the 1st organization to invest in Corona relief in Pakistan. We in Pakistan need to look at 

private sector as a partner. Unilever Pakistan aims to become a net zero organization by 2030. It 

is not a CSR solution but an economic solution. Unilever Pakistan aims to become a net zero 

organization by 2030. We have introduced major initiatives in renewable sector of Pakistan. Ms. 

Fatima Arshad, Head of External Affairs, Unilever Pakistan, stated that we want to cut our user 

virgin plastics & want to be a responsible standard producer by collecting more recyclable plastics.  

Our partnering with UNDP is to make Rahimyar Khan a plastic free city. We at Unilever Pakistan 

in partnership with Ministry of Climate Change are investing in youth who are coming up with 

entrepreneurial initiatives in context to climate action in Pakistan. We are planning to create 1st 

COP level event in Pakistan. Senator Faisal Javed, PTI, said that Pakistan was given the 

opportunity to host World Environment Day and we were the 1st country to achieve BONN 

challenge. He said within next 10 years 10 dams will be built in Pakistan. He suggested a "Joint 

Corporate Pledge" for inmate action which should be presented to the government by the players 

from industry and those who were engaged in COP26.Pakistan has negligible contribution to the 

global greenhouse gas emissions; we are not part of the problem still we are speaking and 

presenting solutions to the world to combat climate change.  In Protected Areas Initiative, private 

sector has an opportunity to collaborate with the government. Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel 

Chairperson, BOG SDPI, said that there is a need to make sound climate policies which are 

business-wise feasible. We need private sector to help implement our NDCs because there are 

many resources that private sector can muster and mobilize.  

 

Panelists of the hybrid evening plenary on COP26 & role of private sector 
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Day-3 December 8th, 2021  

Fighting Inequality by Promoting Diversity: Dialogue on Culture in the Post 

Pandemic Time 

In collaboration with FNF 

 

Mr. Asif Hyder Shah, Secretary, National Heritage & Culture Division, said that we have become 

inclusive society with the passage of time due to COVID-19. It has bridged the gap between two 

segments of the society. It has brought first and 3rd world together to help each other. Ms. Birgit 

Lamm, Director, FNF Pakistan Office, stated that we need to make sure that we provide equal 

opportunities to everyone and based on the talent people can make best use of it. We need to 

understand that diversity is a positive asset for society. Mr. Jami Chandio, Writer & Scholar, 

Karachi, said that denial of diversity in Pakistan is an issue. All the federations in the world are 

the outcome of diversity. The only way is to accommodate diversity but instead we are promoting 

uniformity which is a challenge. Prof. Dr Riaz Ahmed Shaikh, Dean Faculty of Social Sciences, 

SZABIST University, Karachi, was of the view that you need to give people this idea that diversity 

exists. Government talks about tourism but only mentions Gilgit Baltistan, Azad Jammu and 

Kashmir and excludes other areas like Tharparkar, Sindh, Punjab and other provinces having rich 

culture. We need to make tourism inclusive. Dr Fatemeh K. Chirani, Visiting Research Fellow, 

SDPI, said that SDG-10 talks about economic inequality. Cultural and social diversity can bring 

gender and social inclusion in a society, she added.  

 

Panelist of the hybrid session on fighting inequality by promoting diversity 
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Inclusive COVID-19 Recovery: Education for Vulnerable Groups 

In collaboration with GIZ 

 

Dr. Fareeha Armughan, Research Fellow, SDPI, said that amidst the COVID-19, during a study, 

240 dropouts were witnessed from a single school and that led to child labour. Rural areas of 

Pakistan suffered serious gender discrimination when it came to having access to online education 

via smart phones or laptops and girls suffered the most. Baela Raza Jamil, CEO, ITA, Lahore, 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan, said that urban planning for education is of immense importance, 

and it was witnessed in surveys that the girls are performing better in the urban slums than the 

boys in terms of education.  Mr. Abbas Khan, Commissioner Afghan Refugees, KPK, said that 

most of the Afghan refugees have no access to technology and in the times of COVID-19 when 

education went online, refugees suffered a lot. In the Long run technology will be an integral part 

of the refugee schools. Ms. Fajer Rabia Pasha, ED, PAGE, , added that tele-schools were a great 

initiative taken to make sure that education does not stop during the pandemic. Again, girls 

suffered the most due to cultural reasons as the education went online and child labor hugely 

increased. Mr. Shahbaz Tahir Nadeem, Special Secretary Elementary & Secondary Department, 

KPK, told that in KPK province scripted lessons for teachers were provided to ensure one standard 

of education. KPK hosts the most Afghan refugees, but Afghan refugees are also part of general 

population and not just refugee camps and have much access to education. Amidst the COVID-

19, education sector suffered a lot, but the Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is doing all it can 

to enhance education for the vulnerable groups. 

 

Panelists of the hybrid session 

 

 

‘Building Forward Better’ Amidst Recovery from Pandemic  

 

Mr. Shoaib Sultan Khan, Chairman, Board of Directors, NRSP & RSPN said that capacity building 

of planning commission is required for support in PC-I. Dr. Masuma Hasan, Chairperson, PIIA, 

Karachi, added that young people are talented and can interact and network at all levels. 



27 

 

Deterioration of civil service should be looked at in a holistic way. Ms Arifa Khalid Pervez, former 

MNA, said that vaccine equity is not charity but how Afghan government will ensure that it is 

provided to everyone in their country which is a big challenge. 

  

 

 

 

Panelists of the online session 

 

Poverty Alleviation and Graduation in Pakistan: Evidence from the Field 

In collaboration with GIZ Pakistan 

 

Ms. Samia Liaquat Ali Khan, PPAF, Sr. Group Head Graduation, Director, NPGP, said that if any 

household is moving up from poverty that is not enough. We need to strengthen enough that the 

household doesn't easily fall back into poverty. Mr. Fida Muhammad, Country PO, IFAD, stated 

that adverse shock is vulnerable to society as a single adverse shock may bring millions of people 

below poverty line in our society. Mr. Rashid Bajwa, founding ED, NRSP, added that rural urban 

poverty is completely different phenomenon. Different measures need to be taken for both rural 

and urban poverty. Syed Muhammad Mustafa, Technical Advisor, Social Protection, GIZ, said 

that during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Pakistan's strategy of smart lockdown and the Ehsas cash 

transfers were appreciated internationally. Mr Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro, CEO, SRSO, stated that 

in income generation activities we should think on the complete package of education and  health. 
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Panelists speaking at the online session 

 

Understanding the Social Footprint of Central Banking & Monetary Policy in 

Pakistan  

In collaboration with FES Pakistan 

 

Dr Hafiz Pasha, Professor Emeritus, Beaconhouse National University, Lahore said that for the  

first time federal budget presented this year by the Government of Pakistan focused on bottom-up 

approach. Dr Khaqan Najeeb, former Adviser Financeadded that monetary policy instrument 

influences inequality and poverty and directly affects the lives of common people in our country. 

Dr Sajid Amin Javed from SDPI, said that monetary policy has become a kind of specific audience 

policy which is not understood or read by most people of our country. Dr Hamza Ali Malik, 

Director, Macroeconomic Policy & Financing, UNESCAP, Bangkok, Thailand, stated that the 

State bank needs to articulate a narrative and develop a formal definition of inflation in context to 

the purchasing power of the people of Pakistan. Dr. Hassan Daud, CEO investment board of KPK, 

said that engagement with foreign and local investors needs to be improved in terms of policy 

communication. KPK is the only province having industrial policy & that is why we are setting 

more industrial zones in the province. Dr. Aliya Hashmi Khan, Member, PM EAC & ex-professor 

QAU, Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, was of the view that the main aim of monetary 

policy as part of set of economic policies is the welfare of public. It should promote price stability 

and reduce inflation. Volatile inflation is anti-growth, so it is important to understand how State 

Bank is trying to control inflation.  
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Panelists of the hybrid session 

 

Tobacco Control in Pakistan – Challenges and Opportunities Going Beyond the 

Pandemic 

In collaboration with Bloomberg’s The Union 

 

Mr. Waseem Iftekhar Janjua, SDPI, shared that VELO is cancerous and addictive. Pakistan has 

high prevalence. 8.6% Pakistani use Naswar. Facebook and Instagram posts from 40 influencers 

using #Velo have been viewed 13.1 million times and by an audience of 181 million by potential 

audience. Mr. Asif Iqbal, MD, SPDC, Karachi, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, said that the reason 

for low price of tobacco pack is that the taxes are very low. Average excises share 45% which is 

way lower than widely benchmark that is 70%. Cigarettes have become affordable. Another reason 

for cheap cigarettes is illicit trade. Dr. Nausheen Hamid, Parliamentary Secretary, added that last 

week tobacco control desk was established in Karachi that will be overlooking 7 districts, a giant 

leap in tobacco control. Tobacco users had been worst hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. Dr. Zaruhi 

Grigoryan, RA, AUA, Armenia, said that the Law on Reduction and Prevention of the Damage 

caused by the Use of Tobacco Products and Their Substitutes introduced in Armenia in 2020 under 

which smoke-free bans will be applied to all types of tobacco products. The current pandemic 

provides a teachable moment to all tobacco users that they should quit smoking promptly and 

reduce their risks of viral transmissions. Dr Minhaj us Siraj, former Joint ED, PIMS, Islamabad, 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan said the income and revenue generated by tobacco production, 

manufacturing of tobacco products, and their sale is significant, but the health-related hazards 

cannot be ignored. The high quantity of nicotine in several tobacco-free products is just as harmful 

to health as are the tobacco products. 
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Panelists at the session on tobacco control 

 

COVID and Pakistan’s Poorest Rural Households – Lessons from Impact and 

Recovery of Pakistan’s Most Disenfranchised Families  

In collaboration with PPAF 

 

Syed Hassaan Irfan, Visiting Lecturer, National Democratic University, Islamabad, said that in 

Pakistan almost 40% population is food vulnerable, so they give food to families and, in turn, ask 

them to send their children to learn whether through schools or technical education. Ms. Themrise 

Khan, Independent Researcher, Karachi, stated that almost 11 million Pakistani people are working 

abroad, but they faced job and income loses due to the business lockdowns and thus were thrown 

out of their jobs without any support, mainly from Gulf countries. She said that Pakistani 

government is obliged to support them under the protection law as majority of them were the only 

earning people in their families, but theses migrants were not that much assisted. Thus, the 

formulation of a policy which focuses on the stability of migrants and their households in such 

external shocks as the country has recorded a 25% increase in remittances in first 6 months of 2021 

despite the inflow of labor migrants back to country. Ms. Roshan Khurshid Bharucha, Member 

BoG, SDPI & Chairperson, PPAF & SOS Villages, added that daily wagers have faced a lot of 

problems in this global pandemic and thus helping people in making them capable of earning an 

acceptable lifestyle is important than letting them be the beggars. 
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Panelists of the online session 

 

 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) amid COVID-19: Assessment of 

Loss, Relief and Recovery Policies, Coping Strategies, and the Way Forward 

In collaboration with IDRC 

 

Dr. Vaqar Ahmed, JED, SDPI, shared that 70% of exporting firms reported a shutdown during the 

pandemic. Firms see adoption of safe production methods as a part of their organizational learning. 

Only 17% of micro sized firms could avail government facilitation. 19% of the firms laid off their 

staff with KP being the highest among all provinces of Pakistan. Much of the firms tried to adopt 

flexible working hours mechanism and also invested in improving employee skills. 65% of the 

firms reported to have received new contracts during lockdown period. There was a huge 

productivity loss faced by the firms in the peak COVID times. Mr. Muhammad Umer Saleem 

Bhatti, Section Officer WTO Wing, MoC, said that as the pandemic hit, there was a huge revenue 

loss for the SMEs which trickled down to the workers layoff. Faheem Sardar, Senior Policy 

Specialist at SPPC, NSD, added that any organization that has psychological and operational 

agility tends to adjust faster to the situation, SMEs were fast to adjust. SMEs are asking for holistic 

system. Our SME system must be healthy and nurturing. SMEs need lower rates, and we need to 

understand their needs fully. Mr. Knut Ostby, Resident Director, UNDP, said that the Government 

of Pakistan has responded very well in the COVID situation. Relief package to vulnerable 

members of the society holds a great importance. 2000 businesses were supported  by refinancing 

loans which was a great step by the government. 



32 

 

 

Panelists of the online session on MSMEs 

 

Building Back Better: A Roadmap for Sustainable and Inclusive Trade and 

Investment 

In collaboration with ITC 

 

Ms. Huma Fakhar, CEO and Founder Map Capital and Soultana Rice, said that Vietnam got almost 

200 billion dollars investment in textile in 2019, spread across just three cities, like prosperity 

investment which never happened in Pakistan. The agenda Vietnam picked up was investment in 

export-oriented industry. Pakistan needs to adopt this model. A s a result of the COVID, there were 

good news for Pakistani exporters who jumped into sectors of PPEs, masks etc. Dr Syed Tauqir 

Shah, National Project Coordinator, ReMIT, ITC, stated that people are really suffering due to 

COVID, global GDP fell to 4% last year. We witnessed decline in trade due to the pandemic. More 

than 80 countries-imposed restrictions. 130 million people fell into poverty trap in just one year. 

These global problems need multilateral approach. Mr. Muhammad Sualeh Ahmad Faruqui, 

Federal Commerce Secretary, said that the Government of Pakistan has crossed almost 25.3 

million dollars export in 2019 and from July until now 13 billion US dollars mark. Policies are at 

the best in the past two years. Mr. Mike Nithavrianakis, UK Diplomat, added that Pakistan has a 

warm productive trade and investment relationship but is not reaching its potential. Irrespective of 

the challenges of COVID, we recognize that the ingredients were in place to turn our partnership 

in to development-oriented partnership. The debate about competitiveness is very important. 

Pakistan is exporting more in this financial year than the previous ones and it is encouraging. 

Pakistan's composition of exports is too heavily focused on textiles and the UK deals a lot in this 

market with Pakistan. But we cannot understand why we cannot buy Pakistani mangoes, figs, 

pharmaceuticals easily? So, we need to make exports easy and accessible between Pakistan and 

the world. Ms. Fareena Mazhar, Federal Secretary, BoI, GoP, added that Pakistan has been 

working a lot in collaboration with other governments and international departments to improve 

the investment regime in the country. The Board of Investment has been working on regulatory 

side of businesses in developing a friendly ecosystem. Pakistan improved 39 positions in the ease 

of doing business. The PM has asked us not to limit ourselves to the 2 cities of Lahore and Karachi 

but to work all over Pakistan. We are trying to make doing business easy in Pakistan. Investors 
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want ease, so they could buy land, register their business, form a company and get permits on time. 

We have favorable laws which facilitate the businesses. Ms. Marion Jansen, Director Trade and 

Agriculture Directorate, OECD, said that Pakistan is not a member of OECD, but we are 

coordinating to bring on board countries from Asia Pacific which is an important key region for 

global economic trade. We host international trade facilitation database index in which Pakistan is 

covered by this index. Pakistani government has led to improvement in this sector over the last 

few years. 

 

Panelists at the hybrid session on A Roadmap for Sustainable & Inclusive Trade and Investment 

 

Impact of COVID-19 on Progress towards Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) in South Asia: Challenges and Way Forward for Regional Cooperation 

In collaboration with UNESCAP-SSWA 

 

Dr Fahmida Khatun, ED, CPD, Bangladesh, said that the COVID-19 has restricted the economic 

activity with supply and demand shocks. COVID-19 has aggravated the inequality and similarly it 

has affected the SDG achievement and it will take years to return on track. During lockdown only 

some schools were able to provide online education and in absence of adequate online education, 

education, which serves as an equalizer, failed to play its part. Global warming remains high 

despite reduction in greenhouse gas emission during covid lockdowns. The need for regional 

cooperation is felt more than ever during a crisis just like COVID-19. Mr. Wangchuk Namgay, 

CPC, Development Cooperation Division, GNHC, Bhutan, stated that the achievement of 5 years 

plan of Bhutan helps in achieving the SDG goals. Gini coefficient has increased due to COVID-

19. We can have region’s recovery plan for regional cooperation. The international institutions 

like WB and ADB need to help countries in the region amidst the covid times to recover the losses 

incurred due to Covid-19. Ms Athifa Ibrahim, Managing Partner, EPIC Consulting, Maldives, said 

that COVID-19 immensely affected the economy of Maldives. Incomes have reduced and mental 

health issues aggravated. The government took tremendous steps to ensure the quick recovery. 

Maldives has made significant improvement in socio economic development and is back on the 
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track of achieving the sustainable development goals. Online education was a step to achieve 

sustainable development goal of quality education. Dr Posh Raj Pandey, Chairman, SAWTEE, 

Nepal, added that think tanks have a great role in achieving goal 16 of SDGs which is peace, 

justice, and strong institutions. Dr Lutfi Rahimi, Head of Research, Biruni Institute, Afghanistan, 

said that Afghanistan had performed significantly in aspect of SDGs achievement till 2020, but 

COVID 19 significantly affected the SDGs achievement in a region which was already lagging. 

Riaz Fatyana, MNA & Convener Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs, said that now is the time that 

policy makers and society should sit together. Parliament offers maximum logistic support in 

SDGs achievement. 

 

Panelist at the online session 

 

The Digital Economy: An Opportunity for Decent Work and Economic Growth 

In knowledge partnership with IDS, UK 

 

Mr. Haroon Sharif, former Minister of State and Chairman Board of Investment, said that Asian 

countries have adopted the 4th Industrial Revolution by moving investments from efficiency-based 

skills to knowledge-based skills. Mr. Parvez Iftikhar, Member PM's Task Force on IT & Telecom, 

International Consultant on ICT Policy & Regulation, shared that out of 109 million broadband 

subscriptions in the country, 106 million are mobiles, however, still the optical fiber penetration 

in Pakistan for connecting with the towers is lowest in the region. Dr. Muhammad Jahanzeb Khan, 

Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission, said that a major challenge for the digitalization in 

Pakistan is the destructions in labour markets. New economy would create new opportunities that 

are different from existing skill sets of labour force. Ms Rabia Tabassum, SDPI, said that within 5 

years, the broadband subscribers in Pakistan have increased from 2% to 30%. Only in 1st quarter 

of FY-2021, the E-Commerce market size has increased by 35%. Promoting E-Commerce in 
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Pakistan faces critical challenges of technical knowledge, financial constraints, E-payment issues, 

Logistics, and tax burden on ICT products. Dr. Arslan Tariq Rana, AP, UCP, Lahore, stated that 

legally binding labour provisions increases the number of ILO ratifications. However, we do no 

observe significant differences regarding the number of violations of such standards. Dr. Karishma 

Banga, Research Fellow, IDS, UK, said that the most common digital trade provision in S-S trade 

agreement (23%) is that on data protection, typically related to protection of personal data or data 

privacy of any kind. 

 

 

Panelists of the online session on digital economy 

 

 

Climate Change and Health Risks (The New Norms of Global Health: How Climate 

Change Affects Health Risks in LMICs) 

In collaboration with The Aga Khan University 

 

Ms. Rukhsana Naveed, Parliamentary Secretary, MoCC, GoP, said that there is a need to review 

existing policies on climate change and health and align these policies with SDGs. Also, there is 

need to mobilize climate financing at local and national level. Further, there is a need to develop 

and enhance climate focused health and education programs by engaging media. Prof. Dr Anthony 

Costello, Director, UCL IGH, UK, stated that children need protection from every sector. Investing 

in children is the best thing you can do but we need our cabinets in parliament to take this into 

consideration. Dr. Razia Safdar, SDPI, added that our healthcare system needs to become 

environmentally sustainable and climate resilient. Human resource, water sanitation, work sector 

& energy are important pillars required for a sustainable health information system. Prof. Dr Zafar 

Fatmi, Section Lead, AKU, Karachi, said that climate change needs to be understood as a meta 

health problem. It pushes normal pathways of disease development. As a result of health impacts 

of extreme weather events there are diseases and epidemics. But for these diseases, Pakistan can 

easily develop Early Warning System. There is a need to take evidence-based adaptation measures 

and we need to count Carbon footprint which must be translated at individual, family & 

institutional levels. 
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Panelists at the session climate change and health risks 

In conversation with Senator Sherry Rehman Gender Inclusive Development amidst 

the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

Senator Sherry Rehman said that the impact of any crisis is never gender neutral. Most of 

dehumanizing effects of amplified discrimination against women don't make it to the headlines. 

Sustainable Development is not an easy sell. Women and minorities are at the heart of both 

disposition of climate change and COVID. Violence went up to 200% in early 2020 during 

pandemic in Pakistan. The media has been a great partner for mainstreaming gender supportive 

laws. Many main channels have been vocal in reporting violence cases. For reaching SDG 5, there 

is a need to mainstream women into economy, resultantly this can improve GDP as well. Best 

transformational change come from when governments have alliances with the society, opposition, 

and institutions. Watch complete conversation here. 

 

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri in conversation with Senator Sherry Rehman  

https://www.facebook.com/sdpipakistan/videos/738108874250681
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 Evening Plenary: Launch of SDPI’s Centre of Evidence Action Research 

Dr. Asim Ijaz Khwaja, Director, Center for International Development and the Sumitomo-

Foundation for Advanced Studies on International Development & Professor of International 

Finance and Development, Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, USA, said that the real 

problem is not gathering or collecting data, rather it is processing and applying that data. Dr. Vaqar 

Ahmed, Joint Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, added that 

no single think tank can take the evidence leadership role alone, there must be connections and 

cooperation with governmental institutes and ministries. Ms. Maha Rehman, Director Policy, 

Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre (MHRC) Lahore University of Management Sciences, said that 

the evidence has been used in an ad-hoc manner in Pakistan. There is a need for aggregating the 

evidence in the public policies and researchers must take the lead and form a consortium with the 

donor sector and governmental sector. Ms. Amna Aaqil, Director Executive Education, Centre for 

Economic Research in Pakistan, said that the institutions must work in inclusivity and work as one 

unit towards the common goal of exploring the reality. Mr. Naveed Aziz, Governance Adviser 

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, stated 

that the evidence helps to get the actual picture and real time policies can be made that are more 

effective and efficient.  Mr. Maroof A. Sayed, President & CEO Centre for Economic Research in 

Pakistan (CERP) & Senior Fellow and Advisor Harvard’s Evidence for Policy Design (EPoD), 

UK, said that a lot of times technology also became very solution centric when we didn’t pause 

and really understand the problem and that is where really Evidence comes through. It’s not just 

enough to just say…that some anecdotal data explains the world, it does not actually. Dr. Ishrat 

Husain, former Advisor to the Prime Minister on Institutional Reforms and Austerity, GoP, said 

that the Culture of Informed Public Policy making in Pakistan has just taken birth. But the 

preexisting evidence gaps need an extensive exploration, and this center will help in bridging gaps. 

He added that the quality of data must be assured by data verification and validation and a holistic 

system is needed for it. He was of the view that the timeliness, relevance and the simplicity of the 

language are biggest barriers of today’s policy making and this problem needs consideration 

immediately.  

 

Panelists at the launch of SDPI’s Centre of Evidence Action Research  
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Day 4: December 9th, 2021  

Humanitarian Crisis in Afghanistan: Need for Regional & Global Responses 

Mr. Haroon Sharif, Former Chairperson, Board of Investment (BoI), Government of Pakistan, said 

that the severity and precarious nature of Afghanistan is known to all. IMF funds disbursement 

have been stopped in Afghanistan. The crisis had already started when US decided to withdraw. 

Thecrisis of livelihood & COVID multiplied. There are vaccines which are unused because 

healthcare workers are not there in Afghanistan. Less than 18% of their population is vaccinated. 

These are clear humanitarian crisis due to delivery system failure and fiscal gap. H.E. Wendy 

Gilmour, Canada’s High Commissioner to Pakistan, said that Canada wants the defacto Taliban 

Administration to live up to the commitments that it had made through the Doha process. 

Afghanistan has been the single largest recipient of Canadian development assistance over the last 

few years. We accepted Afghan refugees in Canada and have encouraged countries throughout the 

world to keep their doors open for the Afghan refugees. Canada acknowledges the fact that 

Pakistan is the country which hosted largest number of  Afghan refugees. Mr. Chris Kaye, Country 

Director, World Food Programme, Pakistan added that we are operating more freely in 

Afghanistan now than we used to be. However, we need to access requisite resources. Also, we 

need to expand our reach specifically towards marginalized communities during winter season in 

Afghanistan. The country is suffering from draught and there is lack of resources for farmers to 

produce crops. So humanitarian assistance is the only solution to Afghanistan crisis now. Ms. 

Melinda Good, Country Director, the World Bank, Afghanistan, added that due to the freezing of 

assets, humanitarian crisis has exacerbated in Afghanistan but the World Bank in collaboration 

with UN is providing financial assistance to Afghanistan. However, the issue of payments needs 

to be resolved on immediate basis by the authorities in Afghanistan to enhance the humanitarian 

assistance.  

 

 

Panelist at the plenary on humanitarian crises in Afghanistan 
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World Bank is also having consultations and dialogues with donor partners to assist the situation 

in Afghanistan. Though we don't have our physical presence there as the staff has left  but we hope 

to go back in the country someday. Ambassador Naghmana Hashmi, former Ambassador of 

Pakistan to China, said that Afghanistan is the Heart of Asia, and it is not just ailing but is very 

sick. This sickness has been brought upon Afghanistan by the world. After US withdrawal we have 

realized that their presence didn't work well in Afghanistan as they have left the country in crisis. 

Taking over of Afghanistan is not hijacking rather is has been given back to the Afghan people. 

International Humanitarian Assistance to Afghanistan with conditionality makes no sense. Why 

does the world have different rules for Afghanistan? Now it is the duty if regional partners 

specifically China to assist Afghanistan as China is going to be the next superpower.  

 

 

COP26 and the Way Ahead – Role of Parliaments in Climate Politics & 

Implementation of the Paris Agreement 

In collaboration with GIZ GmbH and German Cooperation 

 

Ms. Maryam Shabbir Abbasi, Environmentalist at the Sustainable Development Policy Institute, 

said that Paris Agreement is a vehicle to combat climate change. Mr. Berhend Hartmut, GIZ 

GmbH, said that Pakistan played crucial role in COP26. It delivered strong NDCs. But even if we 

reduce GHG emissions, climate change will continue to cause destructive impacts. We, in 

Germany, decided to double climate finance to developing countries by 2025. Mr. Pär Holmgren, 

Green Party, Member of EU Parliament, Sweden, said that we in EU do have leadership in COP26 

but we need to scrutinize actions and policies from EU countries regarding climate action. But all  

non-EU countries also need to take responsibility for climate justice. Major climate justice related 

responsibility must not fall only on developing countries but on developed and rich countries too. 

Ms. Kathrin Henneberger, Green Party, Germany, added that we have polluters and power plants 

in Germany which are a source of concern. We need to collaborate with Pakistan to resolve energy 

crisis through the agreement we reached at Glasgow. I am inclined towards shutting down of coal 

power plants in Germany. I believe Pakistan can offer green solutions in this regard. Prof. Siegfried 

Balleis, Rep from Conservative Party, Germany, stated that Pakistan has abundant renewable 

resources and has potential to produce green hydrogen. However, challenge would be 

transportation of green hydrogen to other countries, but we can work on that. Hydrogen is a new 

oil, and we need to collaborate with Pakistan in hydrogen economy. 
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Panelists at the session on role of parliaments for climate change 

 

Ms. Jytte Guteland, Member EU Parliament, Sweden, said that big responsibility is on bigger 

emitters and we in EU need to deliver and rebuild trust. But the EU is now developing clear 

measures and sectorial targets to make transitioning to cleaner energy easier. This is pushing 

innovation in EU, and we are at forefront of creating green jobs. Developing countries should 

follow this kind of transition. We need to help each other in terms of climate financing. Mr. Riaz 

Fatyana, MNA & Convener Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs, GoP, said that through democratic 

way, we can involve our people. We have 3 mechanisms in parliament regarding climate action. 

standing committee on climate change, SDGs task force & Public Accounts committee. Pakistan 

is playing its role already, but we need developed nations to play their role as well. We need 

collaborations in terms of climate justice. Senator Faisal Javed of PTI said that Pakistan despite 

having resource constraints, has taken lots of measures to combat climate change like Bonn 

Challenge 10 Billion Tree Tsunami and the SDG13 goal was met before UN deadline. We also 

planted largest Miyawaki forest in Lahore. Developed countries need to collaborate with 

developing countries for climate action measures. Ms. Romina Khursheed Alam said that 

parliamentarians should work together and share learnings with each other. 

 

Towards Post-COVID-19 Resilient Economies  

In collaboration with UNESCAP Bangkok 

 

Dr. Abid Q. Suleri, SDPI, said that there is a need to think of regional collaborations so that 

economic resilience can be improved. With refined data and rigorous research, new evidence will 

not only capture but provide opportunity to policy makers to provide better policy 
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recommendations. Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, former Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

added that sustainable and resilient green recovery is required for Pakistan. There has been a 

sizeable loss to the output and high levels of unemployment. Recovery cannot be resilient until 

reinforced by macroeconomic stability. Dr. Hamza Ali Malik, Director, UNESCAP, Bangkok, 

Thailand, said that the impact of COVID-19 shock was amplified due to the lack of investments 

in people and existing structural vulnerabilities. Economic recovery alone will not be sufficient to 

build resilience and achieve SDGs. There is need to respond strongly and swiftly to shocks to 

safeguard sustainable development. It is crucial to strengthen the resilience of least developed and 

other vulnerable countries. Policy makers can improve economic growth prospects and reap 

notable social and environment benefits. ESCAP has proposed a “Build Forward Better” policy 

package towards more inclusive, resilient, and sustainable economies in the post-pandemic future. 

Dr. Sajid Amin, Research Fellow, SDPI, said that Pakistan has very limited fiscal space compared 

to financing needs, and traditional sources of financing may not provide the required financing. 

Pakistan must adopt SDGs-in-all and all-in SDGs approach to design and implement policies for 

recovery, which is green, inclusive, and forward looking. Pakistan must increase social spending 

and expand social protection and must continue to push for mass vaccination policy. An inclusive 

digital transformation is needed to achieve a resilient and future looking recovery. Dr. Imtiaz 

Ahmad, Economic Advisor, Finance Division, GoP, added that fiscal policy plays a great role in 

sustainable and inclusive growth. Fiscal policy helps to mobilize the domestic resources and 

improve consumer behavior and helps in achieving SDG goals. Mr. Ashfaq Tola, President, Tola 

Associates, said that we are in a great need of having a parallel economy. Mr. Akhtiar Ahmed, 

Senior Joint, Director, SBP, was of the view that pandemic was a wakeup call for financial 

institutions. Pakistan’s economy is facing newest challenges. In the post covid era, financial 

stability has become a main goal of the SDG. The State Bank of Pakistan has been promoting 

banking to ensure financial stability. 

 

 

 

Dr. Shamshad Akhtar at the session 
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The Urgency of Placing Young People at the Centre of Pakistan’s Post -COVID 

Development Agenda 

In collaboration with PPAF 

 

Dr. Zunaira Saqib, founder & CEO, Mera Future.pk, said that almost 70% students were unhappy 

because they realized that a particular degree is not for them, specifically students in medicine or 

engineering degrees. Such students remain unhappy in their jobs too as they don't have 

entrepreneurial mindset, so they suffer. Mr. Dawar Hameed Butt Research Manager, LAS, stated 

that 2000 students took part in climate march in Lahore before pandemic. Our demand was to 

declare climate emergency and now we demand to recognize air quality as a public health issue. 

Mr. Danyal Ahmed, Communications & Media Strategist, PPAF, said that PPAF serves the poorest 

& most marginalized households across the country. Pakistan has 64% of its population as 

youngsters. But rural youth in Pakistan lack access to spaces in which they can have opportunities. 

Rural youth are more prone to economic shocks. Advances were made for youth skills in Pakistan 

during 2020. However, there is a need to invest in rural youth as well as Pakistan has a high rate 

of rural to urban migration. Ms. Mehr Shah, Director Knowledge Management and 

Communications, Karandaaz, said that there is a need to empower our youth financially. Young 

people must be considered across all goals and targets aimed at Sustainable Development. There 

is a need to economically empower our youth through skills development. Ms. Shandana Gulzar, 

MNA- PTI, and Chair Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (SDG 5) said that if order of the 

merit is placed simply in the bloodlines, then country is lost forever. Federal & provincial 

governments need to come up with strategies to include youth in planning and development sector. 

PTI government has taken many initiatives like Kamyaab Javan programme to empower youth of 

our country. 

 

 

Panelist speaking at the session 
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Women’s Vulnerability in the COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons from South Asia 

In collaboration with WFP 

 

Dr. Ayesha Nazuk Rao, AP, S3H NUST, Islamabad, said that the COVID 19 pandemic has 

affected almost every part of the world in 2021. The no of extreme poor has risen to 735.7 million 

because of pandemic. 60% poor are in south Asia. Situation is worse for women in developing and 

underdeveloped countries who suffer due to male patriarchal nature and become subject to 

violence. Dr. Shahla Tabassum, HoD GS Dept. FJWU & Ms Nashia Ajaz, Lecturer, FJWU, 

Rawalpindi, said that becoming single mother results in economic vulnerabilities evident through 

housing and food crisis. During pandemic, single mothers became 10 time more vulnerable to 

mental health problems. Mr. Ali Kemal, Chief SDGs, Ministry of Planning and Development, 

GoP, said that the pandemic has affected the entire services sector and even the small-scale 

industries where women workers are in majority. These women are the most vulnerable specially 

they are mostly located in rural areas. Dr. Shaheen Ashraf Shah, WFP, added that the intersectional 

approaches target vulnerable groups and WFP is playing a role to target vulnerable women and 

transgender of Pakistan. Dr. Ali Mohsin Ali Kazmi, SDPI, said that the pandemic has become 

worldwide disaster. It affected family economy and women entrepreneurs of informal sectors.   

Public and private sector should focus on formal education of women as it enhances chances of 

financial literacy. Ms. Saeeda Khan, PhD Scholar, UoM, Malaysia, stated that COVID resulted in 

job loss, psychological and economic distress for women. It resulted in increase in domestic 

violence for female workers in Pakistan. 

 

Panelists at the session  
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Importance of Sustainable Development Goals for National Security in the Context 

of Current Regional Developments 

 

Pakistan doesn’t have the kind of resources to cater for the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 

whereas to receive international humanitarian aid, the country has no operational banking 

channels. However, Pakistan would allow every aid to pass on to Afghanistan. To a question of 

hosting the brunt of more Afghans, he said: “We are not able to host more refugees, though we are 

now hosting their third generation. He said that the real issue is that how we can prevent the 

forthcoming humanitarian crises.  To a question of winning heart and minds of the Afghani people, 

he said it is complicated issue, During the last 40 years, he said, billions were spent to develop a 

narrative against Pakistan, so it is complicated to win the hearts and minds of Afghans. However, 

we are doing what can be possible to help facilitate our brotherly country. On Sialkot incident, Dr 

Mooed said that intolerance in any form should not be tolerated and it must be ensured that the 

writ of the state should not be challenged. He said the entire nation has to stand up against such 

heinous crimes. Dr Mooed said the issues of intolerance and mob violence in our society need to 

be resolved permanently so that such incidents might not happen in future. Watch complete 

conversation at our Facebook page.  

 

Dr Moeed Yusuf, National Security Adviser to the Prime Minister, GoP 

 

Evening Plenary: CPEC in the Emerging Regional Scenario 

H.E. Ambassador Nong Rong, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of China to 

https://www.facebook.com/sdpipakistan/videos/249238443812230
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Pakistan, said that we are committed to building our trade corridor with Pakistan. Also, we are 

developing digital economy in Pakistan. Furthermore, China & Pakistan have strengthened 

cooperation in green investments, green energy & green infrastructure.  Prime Minister Imran 

Khan instructed all institutions to provide security to CPEC projects which has developed our high-

level trust in Pakistan. Mr. Khalid Mansoor, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor, added that we have developed comprehensive revised strategy to 

develop high level security for any project which is being done by the Chinese and which is not 

even under CPEC like that in Dasu. CPEC is not just China centric. Ambassadors have visited me 

who want to learn how their countries could become a part of CPEC. So, to give them a 

dissemination on opportunities in CPEC, we have planned an international investment conference 

to be held next month. We will have participation from EU and other countries. 

 

 

Panelists of the plenary on China Pakistan Economic Corridor 

 

 

Pakistan’s Environmental Social Governance Dimensions: Securing Access to Long -

Term Capital 

In partnership with ACCA 

 

Pakistan’s economy did not overheat as commonly believed but faced challenges due to 

international commodity prices that are now coming down, Finance Adviser Shaukat Tarin said. 

This ease in the prices of global commodities will minimize external sector vulnerability of the 

country in the next three to four months, said Mr. Tarin while speaking at the concluding session 

of SDPI’s 24th Sustainable Development Conference titled ‘Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No 

One Behind’. Mr. Tarin said the economy is already growing between five per cent to 5.5pc in the 

current fiscal year. “However, the increase in international commodities prices caused pressure on 

the external sector of the country. As a result of this increase, inflation in Pakistan also increased 
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along with costly imports,” he said. Both these factors contributed to rising trade deficit, he said. 

The adviser noted that prices of gas, petrol and other commodities were already on downward 

trajectory. “Imports increased by three to four commodities including petroleum products, steel 

products and raw materials. This increase is mainly led by an increase in prices and not an increase 

in quantity,” he added. Ms. Ayla Majid, Founder & CEO Plaintive said that Pakistan is a country 

where in different part of society, everyone does not have equal access to health, education, and 

other resources. Dr. Hina, Research Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, 

said that businesses which are not be able to adopt Environmental Social Governance would not 

be able to survive in the long run. Mr. Arif Masud Mirza, Regional Head Policy, Middle East & 

South Asia (MESA), Association of Chartered Certified Accountants added that we are not able 

to attract long term future investment until we consider Environmental Social Governance in every 

aspect. 

 

Plenary on the Pakistan’s Environmental Social Governance Dimensions 
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Closing Plenary - Beyond the Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that development should be inclusive and must demonstrate 

trickle down effects with the aim to empower lower strata of society. He was addressing online 

the concluding session of SDPI’s 24th Sustainable Development Conference titled: Beyond the 

Pandemic: Leaving No One Behind. Prime Minister said the first Muslim state, which was a true 

welfare state, used to invest in the wellbeing of the poor, including orphans, widows, and daily 

wagers. He further said it proved the best model of development because it led the cornerstone of 

one the best civilizations. “I believe that any nation that follows this model will rise. China is the 

best example of this, which in a very short period alleviated 700 million people from poverty. 

China exactly followed the model of Riasat-e-Madina, by bringing meritocracy and investing in 

the weaker segment of the society and, which made their development more inclusive and leaving 

no one behind.” During the times of COVID-19, the prime minister said there was a great pressure 

on our government to announce a complete lockdown, but keeping in view the vulnerabilities of 

our people, we chose to go on smart lockdown. Like the developed nations, he added, we have no 

capacity to feed people at their homes during the lockdown. Because of the smart lockdown, our 

food supply chains, agriculture and infrastructure sector were not affected, the premier said, in this 

way we not only saved our poor people from further economic stress, but also saved our economy. 

“I pay my thanks to SDPI for creating food security dashboard for the Government of Pakistan, 

which helps us in monitoring the situation of daily commodities. Watch complete video of the 

address at our YouTube.  

The lifetime excellence awards were awarded to Mr. Muhammad Riaz and Mr. Anderyas Yousaf 

for their great services to our institution.  

 

Mr. Muhammad Riaz receiving lifetime achievement award 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUrr6NHyHdM
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Mr. Anderyas Yousaf receiving lifetime achievement award 

 

 

 

 

Group photo of SDPI’s staff with President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
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SDPI’s staff posed for the group photo at the end of 4 days long conference 
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Abbreviations & Acronyms 

ACCA Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 

ADC Additional Deputy Commissioner 

ADB Asian Development Bank 

ASER Annual Status of Education Report 

ATTAC Aim to Terminate Tobacco and Cancer  

AUA American University of Armenia  

BIG-IDEAS Bhutan Inclusive Growth and Innovation for Alternative Development Strategies 

BISP Benazir Income Support Programme 

BoG Board of Governors 

BoI, GoP Board of Investment, Government of Pakistan 

BMGF Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

BNU Beaconhouse National University 

CCP Competition Commission of Pakistan 

CDC, USA Center for Disease Control, USA 

CEO Chief Executive Officer 

CERP Centre for Economic Research in Pakistan 

CFO Chief Financial Officer  

CGIAR Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research 

CIAT International Center for Tropical Agriculture 

COO Chief Operating Officer 

CPC Chief Program Coordinator 

CPD Centre for Policy Dialogue 

CSSR Collective for Social Science Research 

CUST Capital University of Science & Technology 

DG Director General 

EAC Economic Advisory Council 

ED Executive Director  

EU European Union 

FAO The Food and Agriculture Organization 

FCDO, UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, United Kingdom  

FES Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 

FJWU Fatima Jinnah Women University 

FNF Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom 

GHSI Global Health Strategists and Implementers 

GIZ GmbH Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

GIZ LoGo GIZ – Support to Local Governance Programme 

GNHC Gross National Happiness Commission 

GoP Government of Pakistan 

HEC Higher Education Commission of Pakistan 

HRCP Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 

HAS Health Services Academy 

IBA Institute of Business Administration 

IDRC International Development Research Centre 

IDS Institute of Development Studies 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  

IGH Institute for Global Health 

IM Sciences Institute of Management Sciences  

IPS Institute of Policy Studies 

IRI International Republican Institute 

ISID Institute for Studies in Industrial Development 

ISS International Institute of Social Studies  
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IT Information Technology 

ITC International Trade Centre 

KP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  

KP-BOIT Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment and Trade 

LAS Legal Aid Society 

LG Local Government 

LUMS Lahore University of Management Sciences 

MHRC The Mahbub ul Haq Research Centre  

MNA Member National Assembly 

MNFSR Ministry of National Food Security & Research 

MPA Member Provincial Assembly 

MoC, GoP Ministry of Commerce, Government of Pakistan 

MoCC, GoP Ministry of Climate Change, Government of Pakistan 

MoFEPT,GoP Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training, Government of Pakistan  

MoI&P, GoP Ministry of Industries & Production, Government of Pakistan  

MoNARCON, 

GoP 

Ministry of Narcotics Control, Government of Pakistan 

MoPD, GoP Ministry of Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Government of Pakistan  

MoITT, GoP Ministry of Information Technology & Telecom, Government of Pakistan  

NCSW National Commission on the Status of  Women 

NeCC National e-Commerce Council  

NIH National Institute of Health 

NISER Nepal Institute for Social and Environmental Research 

NPGP National Poverty Graduation Programme 

NRSP National Rural Support Programme 

NUST National University of Sciences and Technology 

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

OPM Oxford Policy Management 

ORF Observer Research Foundation 

PAGE Pakistan Alliance for Girls Education 

P@SHA Pakistan Software Houses Association for IT &ITES 

PBC Pakistan Business Council 

PBM Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal 

PC Programme Coordinator 

PD Project Director 

P&DB Planning & Development Board 

PIDE Pakistan Institute of Development Economics 

PIIA Pakistan Institute of International Affairs 

PILDAT Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency  

PIMS Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences  

PMLN Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz 

PNWC Pakistan Navy War College 

PPAF Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund 

PPP Pakistan Peoples Party 

PO Programme Officer 

PSGS Pardee School of Global Studies 

PSPA Punjab Social Protection Authority 

PTI Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 

PWA Progressive Writers’ Association 

QAU Quaid e Azam University 

RF Research Fellow 

RIS Research and Information System for Developing Countries 

RSPN Rural Support Programmes Network 
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SAA Senior Advocacy Advisor 

SAPM Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 

SAWTEE South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment  

SAU Sindh Agriculture University 

SBP State Bank of Pakistan 

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 

SDSB Suleman Dawood School of Business 

SDPI Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

SDS Social Development Specialist 

SECP Securities & Exchange Commission of Pakistan 

Sec.Gen. Secretary General 

SMEDA Small and Medium Enterprises Development Authority 

SNG Sub-National Governance Programme 

SPDC Social Policy and Development Centre 

SPRU Social Protection Reform Unit 

SPSU Social Protection Strategy Unit 

SRSO Sindh Rural Support Organization 

SSRO Senior Scientific Research Officer 

The Alliance The Alliance of Bioversity International 

The Union International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 

TTCSP Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program 

UAF University of Agriculture Faisalabad 

UCL University College London 

UCP University of Central Punjab 

UK United Kingdom 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme 

UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

UNESCAP-

SSWA 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific: Sub-regional 

Office for South and South-West Asia  

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 

UoK University of Karachi 

UoM University of Malaya  

 U of T University of Toronto 

VAMO Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping Officer 

VC  Vice Chancellor 

VRF Visiting Research Fellow 

WAPDA Water & Power Development Authority 

WEF World Economic Forum 

WFP World Food Programme 

WHO World Health Organization 

WTO World Trade Organization 

 
 

 

 


